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Donatello emerged as a pivotal figure in the Italian Renaissance,
renowned for his groundbreaking sculptural techniques and masterful
depictions of the human form. This comprehensive volume from Delphi
Classics presents the Complete Works of Donatello Illustrated, a visual
feast that showcases his iconic masterpieces, shedding light on his
exceptional artistry and enduring legacy.
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Donatello's innovative use of bronze and marble, combined with his
profound understanding of anatomy and perspective, elevated sculpture to
new heights of realism and expressiveness. This volume invites readers to
witness the evolution of his style, from his early works to his mature
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masterpieces, through a captivating selection of high-quality images that
capture the intricate details and emotional depth of his creations.
Early Masterpieces: David and St. George

Donatello's early works demonstrate his mastery of bronze casting and his
ability to convey both physical and psychological attributes in his subjects.
The iconic David, with its youthful athleticism and introspective gaze,
exemplifies his groundbreaking approach to human representation.

Another celebrated work from his early period is St. George, a dynamic
sculpture that captures the saint's courageous confrontation with the
dragon. Donatello skillfully employs a contrapposto stance to convey the
tension and drama of the moment, while the intricate detailing of the armor
and horse highlights his meticulous craftsmanship.
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St. George, c. 1415-1417, bronze, Museo Nazionale del Bargello, Florence
Maturing Genius: Bronze and Marble Sculptures

As Donatello's career progressed, he continued to experiment with different
materials and techniques, pushing the boundaries of sculptural expression.
His bronze sculptures, such as the Gattamelata in Padua, demonstrate his
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exceptional skill in capturing equestrian subjects with both power and
grace.

Donatello's marble sculptures, like the Madonna and Child in Siena,
showcase his delicate handling of the medium and his ability to infuse his
works with a profound sense of spirituality. The intricate drapery and tender
expressions convey the love and compassion between mother and child,
capturing the essence of the Christian narrative.
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Madonna and Child, c. 1455-1460, marble, Museo dell'Opera del Duomo, Siena
Late Works: Expressive and Emotional

In his later years, Donatello's style evolved towards a more expressive and
emotional approach. His Pianto over Dead Christ, a poignant depiction of
Mary Magdalene mourning over the crucified Jesus, exemplifies his ability
to convey profound grief and pathos through sculpture.
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Donatello's late works also reveal his interest in exploring different
perspectives and experimenting with unusual compositions. His Judith and
Holofernes, a bronze sculpture depicting the biblical heroine holding the
severed head of her enemy, demonstrates his mastery of both narrative
and technical complexity.
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Judith and Holofernes, c. 1455-1460, bronze, Palazzo Vecchio, Florence
Legacy and Influence: A Lasting Impact

Donatello's influence on the development of Renaissance art cannot be
overstated. His groundbreaking techniques and innovative approach to
human representation inspired generations of sculptors, both in Italy and
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beyond. His works continue to be admired and studied, serving as a
testament to his exceptional artistry and enduring legacy.

The Delphi Complete Works of Donatello Illustrated provides an
unparalleled opportunity to explore the full breadth of this master sculptor's
oeuvre. With its comprehensive selection of high-quality images and in-
depth analysis, this volume invites readers to delve into the world of
Donatello and appreciate the genius of one of the most influential artists in
art history.
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Matilda Plantagenet and Her Sisters: Gender
and Power in the Premodern World
The lives of Matilda Plantagenet and her sisters offer a fascinating
glimpse into the complex world of gender and power in the premodern
world. As the daughters of one of the...

Traveller Tales: Closing the Circle in
Turkmenistan and Iran
In the summer of 2022, I embarked on a life-changing journey through
two of Central Asia's most enigmatic countries: Turkmenistan...
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