
Unveiling the Horrors of Auschwitz: Five
Chimneys by Olga Lengyel
In the annals of Holocaust literature, "Five Chimneys" stands as a
harrowing and unforgettable account of the horrors endured by Auschwitz's
prisoners. Written by Olga Lengyel, a Hungarian Jewish doctor who
survived the camp for three years, this powerful memoir offers a firsthand
glimpse into the depths of human suffering and the indomitable spirit that
can triumph over adversity.

The Arrival at Auschwitz

Olga Lengyel's journey to Auschwitz began in April 1944, when she was
rounded up in Budapest along with her family. Transported in a cattle car to
the infamous death camp in Nazi-occupied Poland, she was immediately
separated from her loved ones and thrust into a world of unimaginable
cruelty.
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Upon arriving at Auschwitz, Lengyel witnessed the horrors of the selection
process. As new prisoners disembarked the trains, they were ruthlessly
divided into two lines: those deemed fit for labor and those destined for the
gas chambers. Lengyel, due to her medical training, was fortunate enough
to be selected for labor, but the fate of countless others was sealed in an
instant.

Life in the Camp

Life within Auschwitz was a daily struggle for survival. Prisoners were
subjected to unimaginable hardships, including starvation, disease,
beatings, and constant psychological terror. Lengyel describes in vivid
detail the horrors she witnessed, from the overcrowded barracks and the
stench of human suffering to the brutal roll calls and the daily executions.

Despite the overwhelming odds, Lengyel and her fellow prisoners clung to
their humanity. They formed tight-knit bonds, shared stories and songs, and
found solace in small acts of kindness. Lengyel's medical knowledge
proved invaluable, as she risked her own life to treat the sick and injured.

The Five Chimneys

The title of Lengyel's book, "Five Chimneys," refers to the crematoria at
Auschwitz, where countless prisoners were murdered and their bodies
reduced to ashes. Lengyel describes the stench of burning flesh that
permeated the air, a constant reminder of the horrors taking place just
beyond the barracks.

Witnessing the mass killings firsthand, Lengyel was filled with both terror
and despair. She knew that she could be next at any moment, but she
refused to give up hope. Instead, she determined to document the horrors



she had seen as a testament to the victims and a warning to future
generations.

Escape and Liberation

In January 1945, as the Soviet army approached Auschwitz, the SS guards
began evacuating the remaining prisoners. Lengyel and her fellow inmates
were forced into a death march, where they faced starvation, cold, and the
constant threat of execution.

After weeks of unimaginable hardship, Lengyel managed to escape from
the death march with the help of a sympathetic Polish woman. She
wandered through the countryside for days, desperately seeking food and
shelter. Finally, she was liberated by the Soviet army in May 1945.

Legacy of Five Chimneys

"Five Chimneys" was first published in 1947 and has since been translated
into numerous languages. It has become an essential read for anyone
seeking to understand the horrors of the Holocaust and the strength of the
human spirit in the face of adversity.

Lengyel's memoir not only serves as a historical record but also as a
powerful reminder of the dangers of hatred and intolerance. It is a call to
action, urging us to stand up against oppression and to ensure that such
atrocities never happen again.

Olga Lengyel's "Five Chimneys" is a harrowing and unforgettable account
of the Holocaust that offers a firsthand glimpse into the depths of human
suffering and the indomitable spirit that can triumph over adversity.
Lengyel's memoir is an essential read for anyone seeking to understand



the darkest chapter in human history and to learn from the mistakes of the
past.
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