Three Goals My Peace Corps Experience in
Haiti Helped Me Achieve

When | joined the Peace Corps, | was excited to make a difference in the
world. | had always been interested in international development, and | saw
the Peace Corps as a way to use my skills to help others. | was assigned to
Haiti, a country that has faced many challenges, but also a country with a
rich culture and a resilient people.

During my two years in Haiti, | set three goals for myself:
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« to learn Haitian Creole
- to make a difference in the community where | lived

« to grow as a person.
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| am happy to say that | achieved all three of these goals. | learned to
speak Haitian Creole fluently, | helped to build a school in my community,
and | grew as a person in ways that | never thought possible.

Learning Haitian Creole

When | arrived in Haiti, | knew only a few words of Haitian Creole. | was
determined to learn the language, so | enrolled in a Creole class and
started practicing with the people in my community. | also bought a Creole
dictionary and carried it with me everywhere | went. Within a few months, |
was able to communicate with the people in my community in Creole.
Learning Creole was a great way to connect with the Haitian people and to
learn about their culture.

Making a Difference in the Community
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| was assigned to work in a rural community in the Artibonite Valley. The

community was very poor, and there was no school for the children. |
worked with the community to build a school, and | also taught English and
math classes. The school was a great success, and it made a real
difference in the lives of the children in the community. | am proud of the
work that | did in Haiti, and | am grateful for the opportunity to have made a
difference in the lives of the people there.

Growing as a Person
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The Peace Corps experience was a transformative experience for me. |

learned a great deal about myself and about the world. | learned to be more
independent, resourceful, and adaptable. | also learned to appreciate the
importance of community and the power of education. | am a better person
today because of my Peace Corps experience, and | am grateful for the
opportunity to have served in Haiti.

If you are interested in making a difference in the world, | encourage you to
consider joining the Peace Corps. It is a challenging but rewarding
experience, and it will change your life in ways that you never thought
possible.
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The lives of Matilda Plantagenet and her sisters offer a fascinating
glimpse into the complex world of gender and power in the premodern
world. As the daughters of one of the...
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