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Chance encounters often ignite the most extraordinary collaborations. Such
was the case when soul singer Phonte met producer Nicolay at a music
conference in 2002. Their shared passion for weaving soulful melodies with
introspective lyrics ignited a spark that would eventually evolve into The
Foreign Exchange.
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Over the years, the duo expanded their musical horizons, adding renowned
musicians like Robert Glasper, Terrace Martin, and Daru Jones to their
ensemble. This alchemy of talents gave birth to The Foreign Exchange
Mambo Reina, a collective that transcended the boundaries of genre.

The Rebirth of Rhythm

The Foreign Exchange Mambo Reina's sound is an intoxicating blend of
soul, R&B, jazz, and Afro-Cuban rhythms. They seamlessly fuse the warm
embrace of traditional soul with the vibrant pulse of Latin percussion,
creating a captivating musical tapestry that moves both the body and the
soul.

Their songs are a testament to their passion for preserving the legacy of
Afro-Cuban music. They draw inspiration from the legendary rhythms of
Mambo, Cha-Cha, and Son, infusing their performances with an authentic
and infectious energy.

Lyricism that Touches the Soul



Beyond their musical prowess, The Foreign Exchange Mambo Reina are
renowned for their thought-provoking and emotionally resonant lyrics.
Phonte's introspective musings on relationships, self-discovery, and social
commentary cut to the core of human experience.

Their songs are a testament to the power of storytelling. They weave
narratives that explore the complexities of love, heartbreak, and the search
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for identity. Each lyric is crafted with precision, evoking a rich tapestry of
emotions and resonating deeply with listeners.

Collaborations that Elevate

The Foreign Exchange Mambo Reina has collaborated with a diverse array
of artists, each bringing their unique talents to the collective. From the
soulful vocals of Jill Scott to the lyrical genius of Nas, these collaborations
have further enriched the group's musical palette.

Notable collaborations include their album "Love in Flying Colors" with
vocalist Muhsinah, as well as their work with hip-hop legend Talib Kweli.
These partnerships have allowed The Foreign Exchange Mambo Reina to
explore new sonic territories while maintaining their signature blend of soul
and rhythm.

A Legacy of Timeless Music

Over the past two decades, The Foreign Exchange Mambo Reina has
released a string of critically acclaimed albums that have solidified their
place in the music industry. Their debut album, "Connected," showcased
their unique blend of soul, jazz, and hip-hop, earning them widespread
recognition.

Subsequent releases, such as "Leave It All Behind" and "Authenticity," have
further cemented their reputation as musical innovators. Their music
continues to inspire and resonate with audiences worldwide, leaving an
enduring legacy that transcends time.

The Foreign Exchange Mambo Reina is a musical collective that embodies
the essence of soul, rhythm, and storytelling. Their ability to blend genres



seamlessly, fuse traditional rhythms with modern melodies, and craft lyrics
that touch the heart has made them a standout in the music world.

Their collaborations with other talented artists have further elevated their
music, creating a rich tapestry of sound that continues to captivate
audiences. As they continue their musical journey, The Foreign Exchange
Mambo Reina promises to deliver more unforgettable performances and
thought-provoking lyrics that will leave an enduring mark on the music
industry.
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