
On Prairie Travel and Scalp Dances: With a
Look at Los Rancheros from Muleback
In the annals of American history, the Great Plains have long held a place
of myth and legend. These vast, rolling landscapes were once home to
countless Native American tribes, and the region's history is steeped in
tales of conflict, exploration, and survival.
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One of the most iconic aspects of life on the Great Plains was the practice
of prairie travel. For centuries, Native Americans traversed these vast
distances on horseback, using a variety of techniques and equipment to
navigate the terrain and survive the elements.

The most important piece of equipment for prairie travel was the travois, a
sled-like device that was used to transport goods and supplies. The travois
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was typically made of two poles tied together at one end and dragged
behind a horse. The other end of the travois was hitched to the horse's
saddle, and the load was secured with ropes or leather straps.

In addition to the travois, prairie travelers also carried a variety of other
supplies, including food, water, clothing, and weapons. Food supplies
typically consisted of dried meat, pemmican, and wild berries. Water was
scarce on the Great Plains, so travelers often had to rely on waterholes or
rivers to replenish their supply.

Clothing was an important consideration for prairie travelers, as the
weather could change rapidly. Travelers typically wore layered clothing
made of leather, fur, or wool. They also wore moccasins or boots to protect
their feet from the rough terrain.

Weapons were also an essential part of prairie travel, as Native Americans
were often at risk of attack from other tribes or from white settlers. The
most common weapons carried by prairie travelers were bows and arrows,
spears, and knives.

Prairie travel was a dangerous and often difficult undertaking. Travelers
had to contend with extreme weather conditions, rough terrain, and the
threat of attack. However, it was also an essential part of life for Native
Americans on the Great Plains. By learning to navigate these vast
landscapes, they were able to survive and thrive in one of the most
unforgiving environments on Earth.

In addition to prairie travel, the Great Plains were also home to a variety of
other cultural practices, including scalp dances. Scalp dances were
performed by Native Americans to celebrate a successful raid or battle. The



dance typically involved singing, dancing, and the display of scalps taken
from enemy warriors.

Scalp dances were a controversial practice, and they were often
condemned by white settlers. However, for Native Americans, scalp dances
were an important part of their culture and tradition. The dance served to
honor the bravery of warriors and to commemorate the victory of their tribe.

One of the most famous groups of scalp dancers on the Great Plains were
the Los Rancheros. The Los Rancheros were a group of Mexican-
American cowboys who lived in the Texas-Mexico border region. The Los
Rancheros were known for their horsemanship and their skill in battle. They
often participated in scalp dances, and they were feared by both Native
Americans and white settlers alike.

In 1857, a group of Los Rancheros attacked a group of Apache warriors in
the Texas-Mexico border region. The Los Rancheros killed several Apache
warriors and took their scalps. The Apache warriors retaliated by attacking
a group of Los Rancheros, killing several cowboys and taking their scalps.

The conflict between the Los Rancheros and the Apache warriors
continued for several years. The two groups engaged in a series of raids
and counter-raids, and the conflict eventually culminated in the Battle of
Cibecue Creek in 1872. The Battle of Cibecue Creek was a decisive victory
for the Apache warriors, and it marked the end of the Los Rancheros as a
scalp-dancing group.

The story of the Los Rancheros and the Apache warriors is a reminder of
the complex and often violent history of the Great Plains. The region was a
place of conflict and bloodshed, but it was also a place of great beauty and



cultural diversity. The people who lived on the Great Plains were some of
the most resilient and resourceful people in the world, and their story is a
testament to the human spirit.
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