
King Vidor's 'The Crowd': A Tragic Tale of
Urban Alienation
Released in 1928, King Vidor's silent masterpiece 'The Crowd' remains a
powerful and haunting depiction of the struggles of the common man in the
face of industrialization and urban sprawl.
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The film follows the story of John Sims (James Murray),a young man who
moves to New York City in search of a better life. While he initially finds
success, his marriage and family life soon begin to unravel under the
pressures of the city.

The Dehumanizing Effects of Urbanization

One of the most striking aspects of 'The Crowd' is its depiction of the
dehumanizing effects of urbanization on the individual. John Sims is just
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one of millions of people who are drawn to the city, only to find themselves
lost and alienated in its vastness.

The film's use of long shots and high camera angles emphasizes the
insignificance of the individual within the urban landscape. John is often
dwarfed by the towering buildings around him, and his face is often
obscured by the crowds that surround him.

Failed Dreams and Unfulfilled Aspirations

'The Crowd' also explores the theme of failed dreams and unfulfilled
aspirations. John Sims arrives in New York City with high hopes of making
a better life for himself and his family, but his dreams are quickly dashed by
the realities of the city.
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John works long hours at a dead-end job, and he is unable to provide a
comfortable life for his wife and children. His marriage becomes strained,
and he eventually abandons his family in a moment of despair.

Isolation and Loneliness

Perhaps the most tragic aspect of 'The Crowd' is its depiction of isolation
and loneliness. John Sims is surrounded by people, but he is ultimately
alone. He is unable to connect with his fellow citizens, and he feels lost and
disconnected from the world around him.
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John's loneliness is reflected in the film's use of long, unbroken shots that
follow him as he walks through the bustling city streets. These shots
emphasize his isolation and his inability to find a place where he belongs.

A Timeless Masterpiece

'The Crowd' is a timeless masterpiece that has lost none of its relevance in
the 90 years since its release. The film's themes of urban alienation, failed
dreams, and isolation are just as resonant today as they were in 1928.

King Vidor's 'The Crowd' is a must-see for anyone interested in the history
of film, the sociology of urban life, or the human condition.

King Vidor’s THE CROWD: The Making of a Silent
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Matilda Plantagenet and Her Sisters: Gender
and Power in the Premodern World
The lives of Matilda Plantagenet and her sisters offer a fascinating
glimpse into the complex world of gender and power in the premodern
world. As the daughters of one of the...
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In the summer of 2022, I embarked on a life-changing journey through
two of Central Asia's most enigmatic countries: Turkmenistan...

FREE

https://inkwell.bookgemstone.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IjNwcE56TVJkUG5LRWxxNlhoYW4zNVBNSDhjeVJhc1JhM1wvSXRkdGdKT3dlY3NSWU1XWm5nWUJYNGdybWMzaGk0TGZBTkl6MEdEQTZNQmNPRlpObHBiTW11aG43eXhqYWxRcWlUQ2FjRUV3THVrMEN0cVBQUDRjSHNNWDN1ZGtFemwzN3Z0USs1Q0YrZU1ybkFkWlFxQ0NLeHAyMlwvTENLXC9vRVRjXC9VaHR3Uk5YaFlJcnEwNUI2S3A4d1FTeHQzRm8xdUQ0NzJHQ2pqaFlHc2Z5ZXViQWh3c1Q5RzcxSGltYysxbmpJS0E2c1c2TzA4M1ZuellEU29rdHVQNFNJMGFcLyIsIml2IjoiNTcxNjVhZGI0NDBiNzIxMjk2MDM0MGZkOWUyMWE5M2QiLCJzIjoiMjFmYjgwNGM3ODc2NWM2MyJ9
https://inkwell.bookgemstone.com/book/Matilda%20Plantagenet%20and%20Her%20Sisters%20Gender%20and%20Power%20in%20the%20Premodern%20World.pdf
https://inkwell.bookgemstone.com/book/Matilda%20Plantagenet%20and%20Her%20Sisters%20Gender%20and%20Power%20in%20the%20Premodern%20World.pdf
https://inkwell.bookgemstone.com/book/Traveller%20Tales%20Closing%20the%20Circle%20in%20Turkmenistan%20and%20Iran.pdf
https://inkwell.bookgemstone.com/book/Traveller%20Tales%20Closing%20the%20Circle%20in%20Turkmenistan%20and%20Iran.pdf
https://inkwell.bookgemstone.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkdvMFRnTGs1MlV5NFBFdFwvZUtpS1g0U1ZYMk5iSFA0dXVuU2tNVSs2bCtFZHRodWgzUkgzOW9TSjhtSWxSRmJRVGVLSGJSWnF0cTYrM0VObUx2ZVwvMmN1ZGhHUHgzdUM1dU5seEhCeVJPTVlqZytYUmlsNGxLZnhFN0tvV2N4emo1cm9ETHlLTyt1c3loOVNjQmlcL3FIMXpQb3FyUlM2elVcL2hoa3FZbm94ZWoyUDY4N0xXTUNEVVB5b1h0UFR2cGN1K1hFZ2F3WitkZ2FRYWlvV0QzWUt6N3laVGRPOGN1OTRcL3hjOXBncjV4YnFrcFwvcFBrQnY5bkMxTXdiejZBaTQiLCJpdiI6IjRkYjAyZWZiNGVhMDFlOWMwYTQzOGQ5ZWYxY2Q0M2U4IiwicyI6ImMwMjc5NjBhZWUzMmNkNzUifQ%3D%3D



