
Hawaii: A Masterful Epic by James Michener
Hawaii is a historical novel by James Michener, first published in 1959. The
book tells the story of the Hawaiian Islands from their origins as volcanic
islands to their annexation by the United States in 1898. Michener's epic
novel spans centuries and follows the lives of multiple characters, both
fictional and historical, as they navigate the changing landscape of Hawaii.

A Tapestry of Characters

One of the strengths of Hawaii is its cast of characters. Michener creates a
diverse and memorable group of individuals who represent the different
cultures and perspectives that have shaped Hawaii. From the Polynesian
navigators who first settled the islands to the American missionaries who
arrived in the 19th century, Michener's characters provide a rich tapestry of
human experience.
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One of the most well-developed characters is Kamehameha I, a legendary
Hawaiian warrior who unified the islands under his rule. Kamehameha is a
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complex and charismatic figure, and Michener does a masterful job of
capturing his ambition, his ruthlessness, and his ultimate vision for Hawaii.

Another notable character is Abner Hale, an American missionary who
arrives in Hawaii in the 1820s. Hale is a devout Christian, but he also has a
deep respect for Hawaiian culture. He becomes a trusted advisor to
Kamehameha and plays a key role in the islands' transition to Christianity.

An Epic Scope

Hawaii is a truly epic novel, spanning centuries and covering a vast array of
historical events. Michener begins the book with the geological formation of
the islands and traces their history through the arrival of the Polynesians,
the European explorers, the American missionaries, and finally the
annexation of Hawaii by the United States.

Michener's writing is both lyrical and informative, and he brings the history
of Hawaii to life in vivid detail. He describes the beauty of the islands, the
richness of Hawaiian culture, and the challenges that the people of Hawaii
have faced throughout their history.

Themes of Identity and Belonging

One of the central themes of Hawaii is the search for identity and
belonging. The characters in the novel are all searching for their place in
the world, and they must navigate the complex intersections of race,
culture, and religion.

For the Polynesians, Hawaii is a land of promise, a place where they can
build a new life far from their ancestral homeland. However, as the islands



become increasingly Westernized, the Polynesians must confront the loss
of their traditional culture and way of life.

For the American missionaries, Hawaii is a mission field, a place where
they can spread the word of Christianity. However, they must also learn to
respect and adapt to Hawaiian culture in order to be effective in their work.

Historical Significance

Hawaii is not only a great work of literature, but it is also an important
historical document. Michener's meticulous research provides a valuable
glimpse into the history of Hawaii, and his novel has helped to raise
awareness of the unique challenges that the people of Hawaii have faced
over the centuries.

Hawaii has been praised by critics for its historical accuracy, its vivid
characters, and its epic scope. It is a classic work of American literature
that continues to be read and enjoyed by readers around the world.

Hawaii is a masterpiece of historical fiction that tells the story of the
Hawaiian Islands in a rich and unforgettable way. Michener's cast of
characters, his epic scope, and his exploration of themes of identity and
belonging make Hawaii a must-read for anyone interested in the history
and culture of the Aloha State.
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