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Luca Turin, the esteemed perfume critic and neuroscientist, graced the
pages of The New York Times Magazine's "Scent" column from 2003 to
2024. His erudite and provocative writings transformed the landscape of
fragrance criticism, leaving an indelible mark on the perfume industry. This
comprehensive retrospective delves into the extraordinary legacy of Turin's
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Folio Columns, exploring their profound impact on scent perception, critical
discourse, and the evolution of perfumery.

The Birth of a Fragrance Critic

Before Turin's advent, perfume criticism was largely confined to trade
publications and glossy magazines, often lacking in depth and objectivity.
Turin, armed with his scientific background and keen sense of smell,
brought a rigorous and analytical approach to the field. His unique
perspective, informed by both neuroscience and aesthetics, revolutionized
the way fragrances were understood and discussed.

Unveiling the Subjectivity of Scent

One of Turin's most significant contributions was highlighting the highly
subjective nature of fragrance perception. He demonstrated that scent
experiences are influenced by individual physiology, cultural background,
and personal associations. Turin's writings encouraged readers to embrace
their own unique olfactory journey, celebrating the diversity of scent
experiences.

The Art of Fragrance Criticism

Turin elevated fragrance criticism to a literary art form. His columns were
not merely reviews; they were insightful essays that explored the cultural,
historical, and scientific dimensions of scent. Turin's writing style was both
evocative and cerebral, combining scientific precision with poetic flair. He
had the rare ability to translate complex olfactory experiences into vivid and
accessible language.

Redefining the Perfume Industry



Turin's Folio Columns became an influential force within the perfume
industry. His trenchant critiques challenged established norms and pushed
perfumers to innovate and create more complex and sophisticated
fragrances. Turin's writings helped shape consumer preferences and
elevated the status of perfumery as a legitimate art form.

Legacy and Influence

Turin's Folio Columns left an enduring legacy on the world of fragrance. His
writings inspired a new generation of fragrance critics, bloggers, and
enthusiasts. The critical lens he introduced continues to inform discussions
about scent, ensuring that fragrance appreciation is grounded in both
subjectivity and informed analysis.

Turin's influence extended beyond the perfume industry. His work sparked
interdisciplinary research on the relationship between olfaction and human
behavior, creativity, and well-being. His writings have been cited in
academic journals, books, and international conferences, cementing his
status as a leading authority on scent.

Luca Turin's Folio Columns were a groundbreaking contribution to the
world of fragrance criticism and beyond. His unique approach, combining
scientific rigor with literary flair, transformed the way we perceive, discuss,
and appreciate scent. Turin's enduring legacy continues to shape the
perfume industry, inspire olfactory scholarship, and enrich our
understanding of the profound impact of scent on human experience.
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