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Bharatanatyam is an ancient Indian classical dance form that has been
practiced for centuries. It is one of the most popular and widely recognized
dance forms in India, and is known for its grace, elegance, and expressive
storytelling.

Bharatanatyam is based on the principles of Indian aesthetics, which
emphasize the importance of balance, harmony, and beauty. The dance
form is said to have originated in the temples of Tamil Nadu, and was
originally performed by women as a form of devotion. Over time,
Bharatanatyam evolved into a secular art form, and is now performed by
both men and women.
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The Elements of Bharatanatyam

Bharatanatyam is a complex and sophisticated art form that involves a
number of different elements, including:

Natya: The dramatic aspect of Bharatanatyam, which includes
storytelling and acting.

Nritya: The pure dance aspect of Bharatanatyam, which emphasizes
rhythm and movement.

Nritta: The abstract dance aspect of Bharatanatyam, which
emphasizes footwork and gestures.

Abhinaya: The expressive aspect of Bharatanatyam, which includes
facial expressions, gestures, and body language.

Music: Bharatanatyam is always accompanied by music, which is
typically played on a veena, a mridangam, and a flute.

Costumes: Bharatanatyam dancers wear elaborate costumes that are
designed to enhance their movements and create a sense of drama.

The Symbolism of Bharatanatyam

Bharatanatyam is a highly symbolic art form, and many of its movements
and gestures have specific meanings. For example, the hand gestures
used in Bharatanatyam are based on the ancient Indian alphabet, and can
be used to convey a wide range of emotions and ideas.

The costumes worn by Bharatanatyam dancers are also highly symbolic.
The colors and designs of the costumes are often chosen to represent
specific characters or themes. For example, red is often used to represent



love and passion, while green is often used to represent peace and
prosperity.

The Techniques of Bharatanatyam

Bharatanatyam is a physically demanding dance form that requires a great
deal of training and practice. Dancers must have strong legs, feet, and
ankles, and must be able to control their bodies with precision. The basic
techniques of Bharatanatyam include:

Adavus: Basic footwork patterns that form the foundation of
Bharatanatyam.

Jatis: Combinations of adavus that are used to create rhythmic
patterns.

Karanas: Complex poses that are used to convey specific emotions
and ideas.

Mudras: Hand gestures that are used to convey specific meanings.

The Legacy of Bharatanatyam

Bharatanatyam is a living art form that has been passed down from
generation to generation. It is a testament to the beauty and richness of
Indian culture, and continues to captivate audiences around the world.

Today, Bharatanatyam is practiced by people of all ages and backgrounds.
It is taught in schools and universities, and is performed in theaters and
temples around the world. Bharatanatyam is a vital part of Indian culture,
and its legacy is sure to continue for many generations to come.



Bharatanatyam is a beautiful and expressive art form that is steeped in
Indian aesthetics. It is a dance form that requires a great deal of training
and practice, but the rewards are well worth it. Bharatanatyam is a way to
connect with your culture, express your creativity, and bring joy to your life.

If you are interested in learning more about Bharatanatyam, there are many
resources available online and in libraries. You can also find
Bharatanatyam classes in most major cities.
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