
Europe Prophecy Illuminated With The
Original Illustrations Of William Blake
Europe: A Prophecy is a poem by William Blake, first published in 1794.
The poem is about the French Revolution and its aftermath. Blake's original
illustrations for the poem are among the most striking and powerful of his
career. This article examines the poem and its illustrations, and explores
their significance within the context of Blake's larger body of work.
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The Poem

Europe: A Prophecy is a long poem, divided into nine sections. The poem
begins with a description of the French Revolution, which Blake saw as a
positive event. However, the poem quickly turns to a more pessimistic tone,
as Blake describes the Reign of Terror and the rise of Napoleon Bonaparte.

Blake's poem is full of complex symbolism. The poem's central image is the
figure of Orc, a revolutionary figure who is both destructive and creative.
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Orc represents the forces of chaos and energy that Blake believed were
necessary for the creation of a new world.

Europe: A Prophecy is a challenging poem, but it is also a rewarding one.
The poem is full of insights into the human condition, and it offers a
powerful vision of the future.
The Illustrations

Blake's illustrations for Europe: A Prophecy are as striking as the poem
itself. The illustrations are full of vivid imagery and symbolism, and they
help to bring the poem's message to life.

One of the most striking illustrations in the poem is the frontispiece, which
shows a group of people being led by a blindfolded figure. This illustration
represents the blindness of the people to the true nature of the Revolution.

Another powerful illustration is the one that shows Orc being crucified. This
illustration represents the suffering of the people during the Reign of Terror.

Blake's illustrations for Europe: A Prophecy are essential to the
understanding of the poem. The illustrations help to clarify the poem's
meaning, and they provide a powerful visual representation of Blake's
vision.

The Significance of Europe: A Prophecy

Europe: A Prophecy is a significant work in Blake's career. The poem is a
powerful indictment of the French Revolution, and it offers a unique vision
of the future. The poem's illustrations are also among the most striking and
powerful of Blake's career.



Europe: A Prophecy is a challenging poem, but it is also a rewarding one.
The poem is full of insights into the human condition, and it offers a
powerful vision of the future. The poem's illustrations are also essential to
the understanding of the poem, and they provide a powerful visual
representation of Blake's vision.

Europe: A Prophecy at the Blake Archive

Europe: A Prophecy at the Tate

Europe: A Prophecy at the Metropolitan Museum of Art
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Matilda Plantagenet and Her Sisters: Gender
and Power in the Premodern World
The lives of Matilda Plantagenet and her sisters offer a fascinating
glimpse into the complex world of gender and power in the premodern
world. As the daughters of one of the...

Traveller Tales: Closing the Circle in
Turkmenistan and Iran
In the summer of 2022, I embarked on a life-changing journey through
two of Central Asia's most enigmatic countries: Turkmenistan...
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