
Ernst Lubitsch's Laughter in Paradise: A
Cinematic Masterpiece of Satire and Social
Commentary
Released in 1931 at the height of the Great Depression, Ernst Lubitsch's
Laughter in Paradise is a scathingly witty and socially incisive satire that
skewers the moral bankruptcy and rampant materialism of the Roaring
Twenties. Set in a luxurious hotel on the French Riviera, the film follows the
intertwined lives of a group of wealthy and decadent aristocrats and
socialites as they indulge in a whirlwind of lavish parties, illicit affairs, and
reckless spending.

Lubitsch's razor-sharp screenplay and masterful direction create a biting
and unforgettable critique of a society that has lost its way. The characters
in Laughter in Paradise are both hilarious and deeply flawed, their pursuit
of pleasure ultimately leading to their own downfall. The film's visual style is
equally impressive, with Lubitsch using sumptuous cinematography and
opulent sets to create a world of glittering excess that is both alluring and
repulsive.
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A Gallery of Decadent Characters

The ensemble cast of Laughter in Paradise is a veritable who's who of
Hollywood's greatest character actors. Maurice Chevalier plays Gaston, a
charming and carefree playboy who lives only for the moment. Claudette
Colbert is Helene, a beautiful and intelligent woman who is trapped in a
loveless marriage to the wealthy Baron de Chelles (Edward Everett
Horton). Fredric March is Victor, a cynical and world-weary journalist who is
drawn into the world of the aristocracy despite his contempt for it.

These characters are all deeply flawed, but Lubitsch never condescends to
them. He understands their motivations and desires, even as he exposes
their weaknesses and hypocrisies. The film's satire is never mean-spirited,
but rather a wry and affectionate observation of human nature.

A World of Excess and Illusion

The world of Laughter in Paradise is one of glittering excess and boundless
indulgence. The characters live in a perpetual state of luxury, surrounded
by the finest food, drink, and entertainment. They are constantly throwing
lavish parties and spending money with reckless abandon. But beneath the
surface of this glamorous façade lies a world of emptiness and despair.

Lubitsch uses the film's opulent visuals to create a sense of both attraction
and revulsion. The characters' surroundings are beautiful and luxurious, but
they are also sterile and artificial. The parties are filled with laughter and
music, but they are also hollow and meaningless. The characters are all
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desperately seeking something to fill the void in their lives, but they never
find it.

A Tale of Morality and Redemption

Despite its satirical tone, Laughter in Paradise is ultimately a tale of
morality and redemption. Gaston's reckless pursuit of pleasure eventually
leads him to ruin, while Helene finds true happiness with Victor. The film
suggests that true fulfillment can only be found through love and genuine
human connection.

Laughter in Paradise is a complex and challenging film, but it is also a
deeply rewarding one. It is a sharp and witty satire of the Roaring Twenties,
but it is also a moving and compassionate exploration of human nature.
Lubitsch's film is a timeless classic that deserves to be rediscovered by a
new generation of viewers.
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Matilda Plantagenet and Her Sisters: Gender
and Power in the Premodern World
The lives of Matilda Plantagenet and her sisters offer a fascinating
glimpse into the complex world of gender and power in the premodern
world. As the daughters of one of the...
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