
Beauty: A Very Short Introduction
Beauty is a captivating and elusive concept that has enthralled
philosophers, artists, writers, and scientists for millennia. It is a quality that
we find in the world around us, from the natural beauty of a sunset to the
artistic beauty of a painting or sculpture. But what exactly is beauty, and
why do we find it so alluring?
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In this Very Short , renowned philosopher Roger Scruton explores the
nature of beauty, its subjective dimensions, and its cultural influences. He
begins by examining the different theories of beauty that have been
proposed over the centuries, from Plato's ideal Forms to Kant's
transcendental aesthetics. Scruton then goes on to discuss the role of
beauty in art, literature, and music, and the ways in which our
understanding of beauty has changed over time.

Beauty in Nature
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One of the most common experiences of beauty is the beauty of nature.
We are drawn to the beauty of a sunset, a waterfall, or a mountain range.
But what is it about nature that we find so beautiful?

According to Scruton, the beauty of nature is due to its order and harmony.
He argues that natural objects are beautiful when they exhibit a sense of
proportion, symmetry, and balance. This order and harmony is pleasing to
our senses and gives us a sense of pleasure.

However, Scruton also points out that the beauty of nature is not simply a
matter of objective fact. Our experience of beauty is also subjective, and it
is influenced by our own personal experiences and cultural background.
For example, what one person finds beautiful, another person may find
ugly. This is because our experience of beauty is shaped by our own
unique perspective on the world.

Beauty in Art

Beauty is also an important concept in art. Artists have long sought to
create beautiful works of art, and they have used a variety of techniques to
achieve this goal. Some artists have focused on creating realistic
representations of the world, while others have sought to create abstract
works of art that explore the nature of beauty itself.

According to Scruton, the beauty of art is due to its ability to express
human emotion. He argues that art is beautiful when it is able to capture
and convey the full range of human experience, from love and joy to
sadness and despair. This ability to express emotion is what makes art so
powerful and moving.



However, Scruton also points out that the beauty of art is not simply a
matter of technical skill. Our experience of beauty is also subjective, and it
is influenced by our own personal experiences and cultural background.
For example, what one person finds beautiful, another person may find
ugly. This is because our experience of beauty is shaped by our own
unique perspective on the world.

Beauty and Culture

The concept of beauty is also closely tied to culture. Different cultures have
different standards of beauty, and these standards change over
time.href="https://www.britannica.com/topic/beauty" alt="Image of women
from different cultures"> For example, in some cultures, thinness is
considered to be beautiful, while in other cultures, fullness is considered to
be more attractive.

According to Scruton, the different standards of beauty that exist around
the world are due to the fact that beauty is a social construct. He argues
that our understanding of beauty is shaped by the culture in which we live.
This is why our standards of beauty change over time, as our culture
changes.

However, Scruton also points out that there are some universal standards
of beauty that are shared by all cultures. For example, people from all
cultures tend to find symmetrical faces to be more attractive than
asymmetrical faces. This suggests that there may be some biological basis
for our experience of beauty.

The Enduring Power of Beauty



Beauty is a powerful and enduring force in human life. It has inspired
artists, writers, philosophers, and scientists for centuries. And it continues
to play an important role in our lives today.

So what is the ultimate nature of beauty? Is it objective or subjective? Is it a
social construct or a biological phenomenon? These are questions that
have been debated for centuries, and they are likely to continue to be
debated for many centuries to come.

However, one thing is for sure: beauty is a powerful and enduring force in
human life. It is a force that can inspire us, move us, and make us happy.
And it is a force that is likely to continue to be a part of our lives for many
years to come.

Further Reading

Beauty by Noël Carroll in the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy

Beauty in Encyclopædia Britannica

Standards of Beauty Across Cultures by Christopher Ryan in
Psychology Today
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