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The Bataan Death March was one of the most horrific atrocities of World
War Il. In April 1942, Japanese forces captured the Bataan Peninsula in the
Philippines, and over 70,000 American and Filipino troops were forced to
march 60 miles to prison camps. The march was a brutal ordeal, and
thousands of prisoners died from starvation, disease, and abuse.

One of the survivors of the Bataan Death March was Private First Class
Donald F. Steele. Steele was a 20-year-old soldier from Ohio when he was
captured by the Japanese. He was forced to march the entire 60 miles, and
he witnessed the horrors of the march firsthand.

In his memoir, Steele described the march as a "living hell." He saw men
die from starvation, disease, and exhaustion. He saw men who were
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bayoneted by the Japanese guards. He saw men who were forced to drink
their own urine. And he saw men who lost their minds.

Despite the horrors he witnessed, Steele never gave up hope. He knew
that he had to stay strong, both for himself and for his fellow prisoners. He
kept his spirits up by singing songs and telling jokes. He also helped to
care for the sick and wounded.

After the march, Steele was imprisoned in a Japanese POW camp for three
and a half years. He was finally liberated in 1945. After the war, Steele
returned to the United States and became a successful businessman. He
never forgot the horrors of the Bataan Death March, but he was able to
move on with his life.

Steele's story is a testament to the human spirit. Even in the face of
unimaginable suffering, the human spirit can prevail. Steele's story is also a
reminder of the importance of never giving up hope. No matter what you
are going through, never give up on yourself or your dreams.

The Bataan Death March in Detail

The Bataan Death March began on April 9, 1942. The Japanese had
captured the Bataan Peninsula the previous day, and over 70,000
American and Filipino troops were forced to march 60 miles to prison
camps.

The march was a brutal ordeal. The prisoners were given little food or
water, and they were forced to march in the hot sun. The Japanese guards
were often cruel and abusive, and they beat and bayoneted prisoners who
fell out of line.



Thousands of prisoners died on the march. Some died from starvation,
disease, or exhaustion. Others were killed by the Japanese guards. The
exact number of deaths is unknown, but it is estimated that over 10,000
prisoners died.

The Bataan Death March was a war crime. The Japanese violated the
Geneva Convention byE{3ing prisoners of war.

The Legacy of the Bataan Death March

The Bataan Death March is a reminder of the horrors of war. It is also a
reminder of the importance of never giving up hope. The prisoners who
survived the march endured unimaginable suffering, but they never gave
up on themselves or their dreams.

The Bataan Death March is also a reminder of the importance of fighting for
justice. The Japanese who committed these war crimes were never
brought to justice. However, the memory of the Bataan Death March lives
on, and it serves as a reminder of the need to fight against tyranny and
oppression.

Additional Resources

= The Bataan Death March on HISTORY.com
= Bataan Death March Facts on PBS.org

» The Bataan Death March on the National World War |l Museum
website
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