
Australian Coastal Gardens: A Journey
Through Diana Somerville's Landscapes

Diana Somerville is one of Australia's most celebrated landscape
designers, known for her pioneering work in creating beautiful and
sustainable coastal gardens. Her designs are a testament to her passion
for native plants and her belief in the importance of living in harmony with
the natural environment.

In this article, we will explore the unique features of Diana Somerville's
Australian coastal gardens. We will also provide tips on how to create your
own backyard paradise inspired by her work.
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The Elements of an Australian Coastal Garden

There are several key elements that define an Australian coastal garden:

Native plants: Diana Somerville's gardens are filled with native
Australian plants, which are well-adapted to the coastal environment.
These plants are drought-tolerant, salt-tolerant, and wind-resistant.
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Sustainable design: Somerville's gardens are designed to be
sustainable, with a focus on water conservation and reduced
environmental impact. She uses techniques such as rainwater
harvesting, mulching, and composting.

Natural materials: Somerville uses natural materials such as stone,
wood, and sand in her gardens. These materials help to create a
sense of place and harmony with the surrounding environment.

Simple forms: Somerville's gardens are characterized by simple
forms and clean lines. She avoids clutter and unnecessary
ornamentation, instead focusing on the beauty of the natural materials
and plants.

Coastal influences: Somerville's gardens are often influenced by the
coastal environment, with features such as beachside boardwalks,
driftwood sculptures, and wind-blown grasses.

Creating Your Own Australian Coastal Garden

If you are inspired to create your own Australian coastal garden, here are a
few tips:

Choose the right plants: Select plants that are native to your coastal
area and well-adapted to the conditions. Consider factors such as
drought tolerance, salt tolerance, and wind resistance.

Use sustainable design principles: Incorporate sustainable design
techniques such as rainwater harvesting, mulching, and composting.

Use natural materials: Stick to natural materials such as stone, wood,
and sand when choosing hardscaping and other elements for your
garden.



Keep it simple: Avoid clutter and unnecessary ornamentation.
Instead, focus on the beauty of the natural materials and plants.

Embrace the coastal influences: Take cues from the coastal
environment when designing your garden. Incorporate features such
as beachside boardwalks, driftwood sculptures, and wind-blown
grasses.

Diana Somerville's Australian coastal gardens are a beautiful and
sustainable expression of her passion for native plants and coastal living.
By following her lead, you can create your own backyard paradise that is in
harmony with the natural environment.

For more inspiration, visit Diana Somerville's website or check out her
book, "Australian Coastal Gardens."
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Matilda Plantagenet and Her Sisters: Gender
and Power in the Premodern World
The lives of Matilda Plantagenet and her sisters offer a fascinating
glimpse into the complex world of gender and power in the premodern
world. As the daughters of one of the...

Traveller Tales: Closing the Circle in
Turkmenistan and Iran
In the summer of 2022, I embarked on a life-changing journey through
two of Central Asia's most enigmatic countries: Turkmenistan...
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