
26 Brazilian States: A Comprehensive
Reference Guide for Visitors and Residents
Brazil, the vibrant heart of South America, is a vast and diverse nation,
encompassing a mosaic of 26 captivating states. Each state possesses a
unique identity, boasting a rich tapestry of natural wonders, cultural
traditions, and historical legacies. Embark on a comprehensive journey
through these enchanting regions, uncovering their hidden gems and
experiencing the essence of Brazil's kaleidoscopic beauty.

1. Acre

Nestled in the heart of the Amazon rainforest, Acre is a realm of verdant
jungles, meandering rivers, and abundant biodiversity. Explore the remote
Serra do Divisor National Park, a pristine sanctuary teeming with wildlife.
Discover the history of rubber tapping in Rio Branco, the state capital.
Immerse yourself in the indigenous cultures and traditions of the region,
showcasing the vibrant heritage of Brazil's indigenous communities.
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2. Alagoas

Along Brazil's northeastern coastline, Alagoas captivates with its pristine
beaches, turquoise waters, and vibrant coral reefs. Bask in the sun on the
golden sands of Praia do Gunga, renowned for its crystal-clear waters.
Explore the historic city of Maceió, the state capital, where colonial
architecture blends seamlessly with modern charm. Uncover the natural
wonders of the Rota Ecológica dos Milagres, a scenic coastal route
showcasing stunning lagoons and untouched beaches.
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3. Amapá

At the northernmost point of Brazil, Amapá is a land of immense natural
beauty and cultural diversity. Navigate the labyrinthine channels of the
Amazon Delta, home to an array of wildlife and traditional riverside
communities. Visit Macapá, the state capital, where modern skyscrapers
contrast with the colonial charm of the Fortaleza de São José de Macapá.
Immerse yourself in the vibrant Afro-Brazilian culture of the region,
celebrated through music, dance, and local festivities.
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4. Amazonas

Spanning an area larger than Western Europe, Amazonas is the largest
state in Brazil, renowned for its vast Amazon rainforest, the lungs of the
planet. Trek through the dense undergrowth of the jungle, discovering an
astonishing diversity of flora and fauna. Visit Manaus, the state capital, a
bustling metropolis in the heart of the rainforest. Explore the iconic Teatro
Amazonas, a grand opera house showcasing the cultural richness of the
region.
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5. Bahia

On the northeastern coast of Brazil, Bahia is a vibrant melting pot of
African, Indigenous, and Portuguese influences. Explore the historic city of
Salvador, the state capital, a UNESCO World Heritage Site brimming with
colorful colonial architecture and pulsating with the rhythms of Afro-
Brazilian music. Discover the pristine beaches and idyllic islands of the
Costa do Dendê, renowned for their natural beauty. Immerse yourself in the
unique culinary traditions of Bahia, a fusion of flavors that reflects the
state's rich cultural heritage.
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6. Ceará

Along the northeastern coastline, Ceará boasts sun-kissed beaches,
towering dunes, and vibrant cultural traditions. Bask in the sun on the
golden sands of Jericoacoara, a world-renowned surfing destination.
Explore the Lençóis Maranhenses National Park, a surreal landscape of
white sand dunes and crystalline lagoons. Immerse yourself in the regional
folklore and handicrafts, showcasing the rich cultural heritage of Ceará.
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7. Distrito Federal

Encompassing the planned capital of Brasília, the Distrito Federal is a
modern metropolis showcasing Brazil's architectural and urban planning
prowess. Explore the iconic buildings designed by renowned architect
Oscar Niemeyer, including the National Congress, the Palácio da Alvorada,
and the Brasília Cathedral. Discover the cultural institutions and green
spaces that make Brasília a vibrant and dynamic city.
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8. Espírito Santo

On the southeastern coast of Brazil, Espírito Santo offers a harmonious
blend of natural beauty and cultural heritage. Explore the pristine beaches
and verdant mountains of the state, showcasing a rich biodiversity. Visit
Vitória, the state capital, a modern city with a historic colonial center.
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Discover the Convento da Penha, a pilgrimage site perched atop a
mountain, offering panoramic views of the surrounding landscape.

9. Goiás

In the central-western region of Brazil, Goiás is a land of vast plateaus,
rolling hills, and historic cities. Explore the Serra da Mesa National Park,
showcasing stunning waterfalls, canyons, and rock formations. Discover
the colonial architecture and cultural traditions of Goiás Velho, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site. Immerse yourself in the vibrant music and dance
traditions of the region, reflecting the rich cultural heritage of Goiás.
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10. Maranhão

On the northern coast of Brazil, Maranhão is renowned for its unique blend
of natural wonders and cultural traditions. Explore the Lençóis
Maranhenses National Park, a surreal landscape of white sand dunes and
crystalline lagoons. Discover the historic city of São Luís, the state capital,
with its vibrant colonial architecture and lively cultural scene. Immerse
yourself in the Bumba meu Boi festival, a colorful and energetic celebration
that showcases the rich cultural heritage of Maranhão.
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11. Mato Grosso

In the heart of Brazil, Mato Grosso is a vast and diverse state, home to
sprawling wetlands, lush rainforests, and iconic wildlife. Explore the
Pantanal, the world's largest tropical wetland, teeming with an astonishing
array of birds, mammals, and reptiles. Discover the historic city of Cuiabá,
the state capital, showcasing colonial architecture and cultural traditions.
Immerse yourself in the vibrant indigenous cultures of the region,
showcasing the rich cultural heritage of Mato Grosso.
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12. Mato Grosso do Sul

Bordering Paraguay and Bolivia, Mato Grosso do Sul is a state of
contrasting landscapes, from lush wetlands to arid plateaus. Explore the
Pantanal, extending into this state, providing an exceptional wildlife viewing
experience. Discover the historic city of Corumbá, a vibrant melting pot of
cultures due to its strategic location on the Paraguay River. Immerse
yourself in the unique traditions and folklore of the region, reflecting the
cultural heritage of Mato Grosso do Sul.
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13. Minas Gerais

In southeastern Brazil, Minas Gerais is a state of diverse landscapes, rich
history, and cultural traditions. Explore the historic cities of Ouro Preto and
Mariana, UNESCO World Heritage Sites showcasing the legacy of Brazil's
gold rush. Discover the stunning Serra do Cipó National Park, with its
towering waterfalls, lush forests, and vibrant birdlife. Immerse yourself in
the vibrant music, dance, and handicrafts of the region, reflecting the
cultural heritage of Minas Gerais.
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